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Christmas Traditions
Christmas has always been a magical time of year for me. 
When I was a child, we had quite a few traditions, and when 
I married Nora, we came together as one and chose the 
traditions that we would have for our family. There were 
some traditions that shaped my childhood that I wanted 
to continue, and some that she wanted to continue. For 
example, I always loved the idea of waking up Christmas 
morning and opening up Christmas gifts as a family. 
We would get up, often before the break of dawn, and 
would sit at the top of the stairs dressed in our Christmas 
pajamas, waiting impatiently for our parents to get the fire 
place started, turn the Christmas tree on and give us the 
“go signal”. To this day I think they went extra slow, just 
to heighten the anticipation. Mission accomplished. Nora 

loved having a 
family dinner 
on Christmas 
Eve, followed 
by the candle 
light service 
late at night 
and the singing 
of Christmas 

carols. The traditions our family has shared over the years 
are ones that we cherish to this day. It is our favorite time 
of year.

Our children are growing up and are slowly starting to 
leave the nest. It saddens me a bit, but I also know that 
they must grow up and start their own traditions. I’m sure 
some of our traditions will be a part of their family, but 
I also know they will have some new exciting traditions 
that will shape their family for years to come.

As Christmas approaches this year, I begin to think of 
my fellow believers around the world and wonder what 
traditions have shaped their Christmas celebrations. 

After doing some research, here are a few that caught 
my attention.

Many Canadian 
families have 
cook ie -bak ing 
parties. They 
bring a cookie 
recipe and then 
come together 
to bake them 
and then everyone takes home some of each to enjoy. 
Also, Nova Scotia sends their biggest, best Christmas 
pine tree to Boston because of the assistance given from 
the Boston Red Cross and Massachusetts Public Safety 
Committee during the 1917 Halifax Explosion.

In Spain, after the midnight service on Christmas Eve, 
people walk through the streets carrying torches, playing 
guitars and beating drums. One Spanish saying for this 
time is “Tonight is the good night and it is not meant for 
sleeping!”

Christmas is the 
most important 
tradition in the 
P h i l i p p i n e s . 
The playing of 
Christmas carols 
can often start 
in September, 

with the celebration continuing until the first Sunday in 
January when the Epiphany (Feast of the Three Kings) 
is celebrated. On Christmas Eve, many will go to church 
in the evening, followed by a midnight feast called the 
Noche Buena that will last all through the night.

In Russia, some people fast on Christmas Eve until 
continued on next page >>



CHURCH INVESTORS FUND

Extensions | Q4 Merry Christmas!

* Rates good through December 31, 2016, and subject to change without notice.
This is not an offer to sell investments or a solicitation to buy. The offer is made only in states/provinces where  
authorized and solely by the Church Investors Fund Offering Circular.

US Term Certificates*
$1,000-$4,999 $5,000-$99,999 $100,000+

5 Year Term 2.00% 2.50% 3.00%

Canada Term Bonds*
$1,000 - $4,999 $5,000-$99,999 $100,000+

5 Year Term 2.25% 2.75% 3.25%

Rate Review

Onward Newsletter
Did you see our other 
newsletters this past year? 
If not, maybe you missed 
us. We were in the NAB 
Onward newsletter. This was 
a collaborative effort that we 
look to continue in 2017. 

Hopefully you found the 
combined newsletter gave 
you encouragement as you 
read what great things God is doing at Church Investors 
Fund, the North American Baptist Conference (NAB) and 
various cooperating organizations.

This past year we introduced new staples in the Onward  
newsletter. This included “Who Am I?”, which gives a 
picture and a brief bio of someone who has been serving 
an NAB ministry for years. If you think you know who 
these people are, visit us online (or call us), view a longer 
biography and see if you were right.

We also introduced our “7 Questions” article that helps 
you to get to know one of the servant leaders we have in 
the NAB Conference.

These and other articles are featured in the Onward 
newsletter. We encourage you to look through the entire 
magazine. We are confident you will find God tugging on 
your heart in at least one of the articles.

Christmas Traditions..continued

the first star has 
appeared in the sky. 
This is followed by 
eating of “sochivo” 
or “kutia”, which 
is a porridge made 
from wheat or rice 
served with honey, 
poppy seeds, fruit, 

chopped walnuts and sometimes fruit jellies. Kutia is often 
eaten from one common bowl to symbolize unity.

One of the most popular ways of celebrating in Italy is the 
Nativity crib scene. The crib scene was made popular by 
St Francis of Assisi 
and is used to help 
tell the Christmas 
story. Traditionally, 
the crib scene is put 
out on December 
8th, but baby Jesus 
isn’t put into the 
crib until Christmas Eve.

The many different traditions go on and on, but the important 
message we can take from all of them is that they are all 
meant to celebrate the greatest gift, that we didn’t deserve. 
God gave His one, and only, Son so that He could come 
and ultimately die for OUR sins. So however you celebrate 
this magical time of year, I pray it is filled with much love 
and joy. Yes, there are loved ones that have gone ahead of 
us, and it can make our hearts ache, but because Jesus was 
born, we can celebrate knowing that we will see our loved 
ones again someday.

What are your Christmas traditions? I would love to hear 
what shapes your Christmas celebration.  By: Mark Etting
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THINK OUTSIDE THE MAILBOX
Sign up for Online Access by December 31st

and be entered to win a free iPad Mini!
All E-Statement Users are eligible to win!   

Just sign up for Online Account Access and you will instantly be entered to win!
 (signing up for online access automatically enrolls you to receive e-statements)

Online Account Access
Easy sign-up and password changes.

See your account balance, deposits, 
payments, interest earned.

E-Statements - Save paper and 
postage and get them online at your 
convenience.
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Living H20 Prayer
“He who has not Christmas in his heart 
will never find it under a tree.”  
-Roy L. Smith

Are you, a loved one or your church going through a 
difficult time. Often the holiday season is a particularly 
difficult time for many. Please bless us with the 
opportunity to pray for you. We pray regularly for our 
investors and churches and would love the opportunity. 
Visit our online prayer board, email us at ceif@ceif.org 
or call us at 1-800-543-2343. 

New Online Account Access!

SIGN UP TODAY!

www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org

HURRY!

SIGN UP

TODAY!
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There are a number of reasons why the Christian church settled on the end of 
December to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Some had to do with existing celebrations, 
but in the end I am not sure that it matters too much anymore. Even Paul said we 
could eat meat sacrificed to idols if we did it unknowingly, and with the right motives.

I think that is what much of life comes down to – our motives.

What are your motives for celebrating this Christmas? Forget what your culture 
says, why are you celebrating? Is it to be with family? Is to get some gifts? Why do 
we even celebrate His birth? What other venerated religious person does the world do that for? Not Mohammed, nor Buddha.

The reason we celebrate Christ’s birth is because just His appearance on earth changed things. So many miracles happened 
around His birth, and this told us He was different.

One reason why we celebrate on December 25th, is because it is right after the darkest point of the year, when hope for a new 
start is at its lowest point.

We don’t know the date that He was born, but Romans 5 tells us that “at just the right time… Christ came”.

So this Christmas let’s celebrate the perfect timing of Christ’s birth into our world. While we continuously hear new horrors 
of what’s happening in places which don’t acknowledge Christ, we need to remember that without Christ’s birth, the entire 
world would be this way. Yes, we live in a dark world, but the Light of the World is here, and His light continues to spread, 
no matter what evil is up to.

So, yes, the darkness is closing in on us from every side… but His birth continues to pierce through it. 

That is enough reason to celebrate.  By: Les Collins

Why We Celebrate


