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King of Joy
Dan Hamil

Executive Director, NAB
You will show me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures for evermore. Psalm 16:11
If the words that I’m hearing in my conversations
in public places these days reflect the reality of our
western culture, then I’m deeply concerned with
the spiritual condition of my wide sphere of friends
and acquaintances. People are communicating
that they are anxious, annoyed, aggravated, and
angry. The culture around us is in a deep angst,
troubled in spirit and darkened in outlook
In the midst of this milieu, and in contrast to it,
the writer of Psalm 16 reminds us that in God’s
presence, there is a fullness of joy.
Though the church calendar has just recently
walked through remembrances of the last supper
in the upper room, and the trial, crucifixion,
death, burial, and resurrection of our glorious
Savior, I’d like to draw your attention to a hymn
that we typically sing during Advent. In 1719,
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Isaac Watts penned the words to the hymn, “Joy
to the World.” In this exuberant anthem, this
English author reminds the entire earth to find
joy because “the Lord is come” and “the Savior
reigns.” In the first advent of Christ our king, the
kingdom of God has indeed come. Yet, in the
glorious and ultimate return of our King, His
kingdom will be unfurled in all of its fullness.
As a conference of churches, we want to live in the
fullness of joy. To a world that is full of angst and
darkened souls, we live in the joy of a King who
has ushered in a new and hope-filled Kingdom. To
a world that has no hope, we witness and proclaim
“joy to the world, the Savior reigns.”

Grace and peace,
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“To a world that is full of angst and
darkened souls, we live in the joy
of a King who has ushered in a new
and hope-filled kingdom.”
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Expanding Kingdom Work
Michael Benson

E

mma Rauschenbusch was the first missionary appointed by the North American Baptist Conference of churches
when she was sent to India in 1882. The joy of her legacy, and the legacy of international missions, lives on in the
work being done in Cameroon—our current oldest missionary partner of over seventy-five years—in Romania—
our newest partner of two years—and in all of our partners in between.
Like King David, as described in Acts 13:36, we desire to serve God in our own generation instead of serving some
bygone era that is no longer relevant. Our current missional endeavors across the globe are not simply an attempt to
continue a legacy of the past, but to follow where
God is calling us and finding ways we can join His
work to assist the Kingdom of God as it continues to
expand into new horizons.

I’m excited about these projects;
“
I’m even more excited that we’re

working together on these projects as
the NAB family of ministries. Banding
together as one, Sioux Falls Seminary,
Taylor Seminary, the NAB Heritage
Commission, and the NAB Foundation
will lock arms and work together to

As part of this calling, it is our joy to foster the setting
for NAB churches to invest the resources entrusted
to them by God directly into partnerships across
the globe, allowing the missionaries and ministry
partners to reach people where they are through
national leaders and infrastructure. When the need
outweighs the ability of the individual churches to
provide, it is then the job of the larger NAB family
to augment those existing partnerships. It is in this
fashion that we can achieve a far greater work for the
Kingdom than what could otherwise be done.

”

It is with this collaboration in mind that the NAB
is setting out to raise money for numerous highDan Hamil
impact projects in various corners of the world. Both
Mbingo Baptist Hospital in Cameroon and Camp
Falcon Rock in Romania are two of the many projects
the capital campaign aims to fund; the hospital is in
need of a hydroelectric dam to provide sustainable and consistent electricity, and the camp requires the infrastructure to
provide Christian education through a camp setting.

achieve our goals.

After seeking God’s leading in prayer and consulting with missionaries, missionary partners, and North American
ministry leaders, the leadership of the NAB is convinced that all of the projects are important as we seek a new era
of international missions activities and partnerships, as well as a renewal of the church and church leadership in
North America.
1219 Pleasant Grove Blvd., Roseville, CA 95678
communications@nabconf.org
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www.nabonmission.org
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Leadership and Formation
Kent Carlson

Vice President of Leadership Formation, NAB

O

ne day the disciples of Jesus were having one of their typical
arguments—a variation on the theme of who was the greatest. The
petty and almost guileless cluelessness of these men is amazing at
times. They loved Jesus very much, but they sure didn’t get Him. I can relate.
At any rate, Jesus, apparently weary of their childish bickering, called them
together and said:
You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,and whoever wants
to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42–45 NIV)

“Not so with you.” Let that phrase sink in for a moment. There has been a boom market in the last couple decades in
Christian circles for books and conferences about leadership. The trouble with this, broadly speaking, is that there is
often nothing specifically “Christian” about much of this teaching. Jesus was very pointed and very clear that the kind
of leadership His followers would pursue would be very different than the world’s version. It would begin with humility
and service.
The reason the Christian leader is able to set aside the power plays and the manipulation that characterizes so much of
this world’s system and lead with humility and service is that she knows there is a bigger story. There is something big
and powerful going on in the universe that she can depend on. That something is the Kingdom of God. This was the
dynamic center of everything that Jesus taught. The Kingdom of God, the rule of God, is here among us.
Jesus once described it this way: “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night
and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the
sickle to it, because the harvest has come” (Mark 4:26–29).
Listen to those phrases. “Whether he sleeps or gets up.” “He does not know how.” “All by itself.” These are beautiful
truths. The Kingdom of God is always operative, always active, always advancing. Put in Narnian terms, Aslan is on the
move. The Christian leader can lead with humility and service, rather than power plays and manipulation, because she
knows that the work of God is not up to her. This is tremendously liberating and frees us to deeply love those we serve,
as well as to work hard without the anxiety that comes from believing that it ultimately depends on us.
When Jesus said, “Not so with you,” I rather think He meant what He said. And it was an invitation to a very satisfying
and spiritually productive way of leading.
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The Delight of the Father
Shelly Schmor

Team Member, Youth Ministry Leadership Team

D

o you ever wonder what brings delight to the
Father? Or joy? I believe He delights in His
children, and when we join hands and work
together for the good of His Kingdom, I picture His heart
“exploding” with joy.
One of these joy-filled and beautiful moments in time
just took place March 29–April 1, 2016, in Puerto
Nuevo, Mexico. There, a gathering of people representing
three different nations and four different networks of
people collaborated in a beautiful way. Overflow Student
Ministries of the NAB hosted a wonderful time of
refreshment for youth workers.
Although this in itself is filled with all sorts of beauty
and joy, the collaboration of Kingdom-minded people is
where I feel the Father’s delight. You see, four different

ministries of the NAB—Gateway, Hispanics for Christ,
Women’s Ministry Leadership Team, and Overflow
Student Ministries (YMLT)—worked together in this
endeavor with the Gonzalez family of Rosarito, Mexico.
As relationships have developed between each of these
ministries, a beautiful web of networking has emerged.
There are no lone rangers or individualists in the economy
of the Kingdom of God, and as we cross ministry lines
and ask how we can help one another and move toward
the place of mutual partnership, the Kingdom comes to
earth and the world takes notice. And the heart of the
Father smiles, and there is great joy! Joy unspeakable!

www.wewilloverflow.org
www.facebook.com/wewilloverflow
@NAByouth
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attending school were given a bag
with basic clothing items A total of
two hundred children were given
a blessing bag, and two hundred
bags of food were distributed to
their families. In addition, a
special lunch was provided and
a love offering of one hundred
United States dollars was given
to each pastor and family at each
of the five churches. Your $4,900
offering was used to the glory and
honor of God.

Joy through “Bolsas de Bendicion”
Jean Ewing

Chairwoman, Women’s Ministry Leadership Team
“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11 (ESV)

G

od longs to fill us with His joy so

that we might live in the abundant
life Jesus died to give us. He longs
to make us children fashioned in His image
so that we might share that unending joy
with a world without hope. As I opened my
Bible to reflect on the words “fullness of joy,”
I read notes I had written by Psalms 16:11.
“‘Fullness’ is a powerful word! It doesn’t
mean enough. It means more than enough.
‘Joy’ goes way beyond being happy. It comes
from abiding and living in His presence.”
Pastor Edgar Valenzuela and his wife, Sandra,
from Iglesia El Alfarero (The Potter’s House)
in Montreal, Quebec, are examples to many
as people who are living in His presence and
experiencing the fullness of joy. This joy is
evident not only to those who attend their
church in Montreal, but to those who come
to the five churches they partner with in
Guatemala. Through their encouragement,
presence, and financial support, they help
the pastors and people of these five churches
find hope despite the circumstances they are in.
It was this outpouring of joy and hope

that encouraged the Women’s Ministry
Leadership Team to ask NAB women
to join us in giving a Christmas offering
to help feed the children and families in
Guatemala. Shortly after receiving your
generous offering, Pastor Edgar became ill,
so it wasn’t until December 2015 that he,
Sandra, and two other members of their
church went to Guatemala to deliver your
gifts of love to the children and families of
the five churches they support.
Pastor Edgar and Sandra share these
thoughts with you, assuring you that the
message of hope was given to those who
received “Bolsas de Bendicion” (Bags of
Blessings):
The trip was made to the city of Mazatenango,
Suchitepequez Guatemala, December 1–17,
2015. The NAB Women’s Ministry and The
Potter’s House financed the project. Each
child received a blue backpack with the logo
of Ministerios Cielos Abiiertos Guatemala
(Open Heaven Ministries) containing basic
school supplies for the upcoming school year
that began in January 2016. Children not

We launched a campaign to
encourage people to donate a
gift to a family in need. Our
commitment is to leave a
legacy of hope and promise to
future generations. We want to
strengthen, develop, and renew
poor Christian congregations
and communities, working with
mission partners to help develop
spiritual life, worship, witness,
and service.
Thank you to all who gave to this
project out of love for the children
and families who live under
harsh conditions in rural villages
and smaller municipalities in
Guatemala.
The continued financial and
physical support from Pastor
Edgar and Sandra Valenzuela
and The Potter’s House in
Montreal, Quebec, encourages
the pastors and people to choose
to be in God’s presence. When
we choose to be in His presence,
we choose hope and joy. No one
can take that joy away. Seeking
the Lord—dwelling in His
presence—that’s where there is
“fullness of joy” and inner peace.
Pray for these five churches in
Guatemala, that despite their
often-desperate conditions they
will have fullness of joy.

www.nabconference.org/ministries/womens-ministry
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Bags of Blessings
Sandra Valenzuela, pastor’s wife, at
Iglesia El Alfarero Montreal, Quebec,
distributes “bags of blessings” to
Guatemalan children. Each child
received a blue backpack containing
basic school supplies for the upcoming
school year. Children not attending
school were given a bag with basic
clothing items. A total of two hundred
children were given a blessing bag,
and two hundred bags of food were
distributed to their families.
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Humble Generosity – Have You Got It?
Ron Norman

President, NAB Foundation

S

everal years ago some delinquents broke into

a department store. They didn’t steal or destroy
anything—they just had a wonderful time . . .
switching price tags! The next morning, customers found
fur coats selling for $5, cold cream priced at $150, a
silver service set for $1.75, and diamond rings for $2.
Humorous, yes—but could this be happening in our lives?
Has materialism crept in and switched the price tags? Are the
material things of this earth of more value to us than spiritual
gifts and blessings?
In 1 Timothy 6:17–19, Paul shares four key guidelines for
handling our wealth.
First, he simply says to be humble. “As for the rich in
this present age, charge them not to be haughty . . .” (v. 17a
ESV). “Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and
the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:17–18a).

Second, trust in God, not in gold. “. . . nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God . . .” (v. 17b).
One day a genie came to a man and told him he would
grant him any favor he might wish. The man said, “My
wish is to see a newspaper published one year from today.”
Immediately the genie handed him a newspaper printed
one year in advance. He turned quickly to the financial
page, and leaping for joy he shouted, “Hurrah! I’m worth
$15,000,000!” Then, carelessly turning over the page, his
glance fell on the obituary section, which made him gasp. “I
died two days ago!” Life is uncertain, and so are riches.
Third, enjoy what God gives you. “. . . who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy” (v. 17c). Not only is God rich,
but He gives to us according to His riches. “In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the richness of his grace, which he
lavished upon us” (Ephesians 1:7–8a).
And fourth, be rich in good deeds with generosity.
“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be
generous and ready to share” (v. 18).

If we could reduce the world to a global village of one hundred people, here would be the makeup:

70%

would be unable
to read.

1%

would have a
college education

50%

would be suffering
from malnutrition

80%

would live in housing
unfit for human
habitation

6%

would control half
of the money of the
entire world.

Since we’re part of that six percent, we must face up to the needs of others if we are going to take our faith seriously. We
need to accept our duty to develop a simpler lifestyle in order to contribute more generously to both relief and evangelism.
Each of us is accountable to God to manage faithfully and effectively all that He’s given to us.
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Retirement Planning Myths
Arguably, it could be stated that the word “retirement” is not in the Bible. When a Levite reached the age of fifty, he
was to turn over his responsibilities to the younger men. In our culture, when it comes to retirement planning there’s
no shortage of conventional wisdom. But often what passes for wisdom amounts to little more than wishful thinking.
So take off those rose-colored glasses! Recognize and make sure that these myths of retirement planning don’t weaken
your retirement life.
Myth: You’ll only
need 70–80% of
your pre-retirement
income.

Myth: When you
retire, you’ll be in a
lower tax bracket.

Work-related costs go away
when you retire, and your
kids are hopefully financially
independent, but other expenses can take their place,
such as health care, increased
travel and leisure, etc.

Even workers in higher brackets may find that government
assistance income, pensions,
taxable portfolio income, and
retirement account distributions combine to keep them
in the same or an even higher bracket during retirement.
Why not plan on the same
bracket when you retire? If it
turns out your tax bill is lower
after all, you’ll be that much
better off.

Don't Be a "Gloomy Gus"
A small dose of skepticism can be healthy when it comes
to conventional wisdom, but avoiding the Pollyanna
label doesn't mean you need to become a hardcore cynic.
Stay balanced. Don't be overly optimistic and run the
risk of failing to meet your goals because your plan
depends on everything going just right. However, don't
be overly pessimistic and sacrifice more of your lifestyle
than is necessary.
444 E. Roosevelt Rd. #335, Lombard, Illinois 60148
(630) 613-9365

rnorman@nabconf.org

Myth: You can
always just keep
working.
Part-time or even full-time
work at something you enjoy
can be a fulfilling way to generate extra retirement income
and social interaction, but that
presumes both you and the
job market for seniors remain
healthy. Hopefully, you won’t
be forced out of the job market
prematurely, but wouldn’t it be
better to plan on working longer because you want to and
not because you have to?

Myth: The stock
market will save you.
Now this may be the “mother of all myths!” Don’t assume the same return every
year. Market returns—even
real estate—fluctuate from
year to year. Your planning
should consider a range of
outcomes to help assess the
likelihood of meeting your
goals. Engage a financial
planner to help you oversee
your plan and counsel you in
making wise decisions.

Reality Check—Spend Less, Save More
No other factor comes close to helping to achieve
retirement success as the amount that you're able to save.
The flip side of that, of course, is how much you spend.
Living below your means before retirement has a double
benefit. It allows you to save more for the future and
also reduces the size of the nest egg required to maintain
your standard of living. The alternative means growing
accustomed to a lifestyle of spending that you will not be
able to support when you stop working. If you spend less
and save more, then you will not need to pin your hopes
on wishful thinking.

www.nabfoundation.com
www.facebook.com/NorthAmericanBaptistFoundation
A Newsletter for the NAB Family
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committed to developing individuals
for their unique callings while
keeping “the Lord always before”
them. For many, this means finding
ways to grow, serve, and be developed
where God has planted them.
Seminary student Paul Gericke and
his wife, Tanya, are experiencing
God’s faithfulness as they serve as
NAB missionaries in Romania and
as Paul works toward completing his
theological training.

Finding Joy in the Journey of
Theological Education
Greg Henson

President, Sioux Falls Seminary

A

lthough the decision to pursue theological

education often occurs in different ways and at
different times in the lives of students, God is
always at the center of the discernment process. Psalms
16:8–11 reminds us that when we put the Lord’s plans
before our own, He shows us “the path of life.”
Sioux Falls Seminary is participating in God’s Kingdom
mission by developing systems of theological education
that are affordable, accessible, relevant, and faithful. We’re

Paul is passionate about serving
in the village churches as well as
empowering the next generation of
Romania through the ministry to
which God has called him. Being on
the other side of the world, and with
the time and financial constraints of
being a full-time missionary, Paul
saw there were few opportunities to
pursue his Master’s degree—until he
heard about Sioux Falls Seminary.

Now Paul is able to pursue his degree,
as Sioux Falls Seminary offers a program, at nearly onethird the cost compared to other schools, that allows him
to work through the curriculum while he serves in his
village. The biblical, theological, and leadership education
provided by the Kairos Project will have a direct impact
upon the ministry in Romania and on Paul’s life.
There are many people like Paul that God has called to
engage in His work. If we are to serve them well, we must
provide theological education that’s affordable, accessible,
relevant, and faithful. I am excited to say that God is at
work in and through Sioux Falls Seminary in order to
bring about such a future!

2100 S. Summit Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
info@sfseminary.edu
www.sfseminary.edu

(800) 440-6227
@SFSeminary

www.facebook.com/SiouxFallsSeminary
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Joy in Our Heritage
Jackie Howell

Director, NAB Heritage Commission

D

o you have interesting and inspiring stories of your

grandparents or great-grandparents as they lived their lives
serving God and seeking to spread the good news? At the
NAB Heritage Center, we have stories of churches in the late 1800s
that were as missional as any current church. Their methods and
resources were different, but their love of God was deep and inspiring.
Evangelism, outreach, and baptisms occurred regularly. Elm Creek Baptist in La Vernia, Texas, is an example.
Referring to a visit to Elm Creek Baptist in 1930, a denominational leader wrote, “It is an old congregation far out in the
country off the main highway in cotton producing territory which also suffered a complete failure last year. The people
were very kind and responsive, showing every appreciation.” Most years, their association reports include evangelistic
meetings and baptisms. Often they were served by a pastor once or twice a month and lay leadership conducted the
remaining worship services.
In a 1936 Association Report, “the Rev. C. H. Edinger reported that three new and renewed subscriptions to the Baptist
Herald were secured in our church at Elm Creek, Texas, by means of the sale of the following farm products: 14 pounds
of pecans, 2 gallons of honey, 40 pounds of peanuts, and two bales of peanut hay. Rev. Edinger served this church once a
month.” An annual Baptist Herald subscription was $1.25. The average wage was sixty-two cents an hour, and much less
in rural communities. This looks to me like a pretty strong desire to be connected with other NAB churches.
This is why the work of organizing print information on our churches brings a sense of joy to those of us who work in
the NAB Heritage Center. These records are an important part of our heritage as a conference. Our hearts’ desire is to
make this information accessible to the NAB community in a digital format.
Heritage Commission volunteers have been writing the early history of current churches who began their ministry more
than a hundred years ago. We started with a church formed in 1849 and soon will be up to 1900 and more than sixty
churches. These stories are featured on our website, nabarchives.org, under the heading “Collections: Churches and their
stories.” This collection is our first digital access of church information. Brief citations of resources available are included.
The Cameroon Collection is our other substantive digital footprint.
Some of our oldest churches that have closed also have a rich history of being missional. They produced pastors,
missionaries, and denominational leaders. For these churches, changing demographics dried up their mission field and
relocation was not an option. Their stories often communicate experiencing an abundance of joy.
It is with joy that we seek out and preserve church stories and make plans for increased digital access in the future.
Board of Governers: Jackie Howell, Director/Archivist; Darlene Frueh, Administrative Assistant; Lenore Lang, Editor Heritage Horizon; Dan Hamil. Executive Director,
NAB Conference; Greg Henson, President, Sioux Falls Seminary; David Williams, President, Taylor Seminary; Janell Beck; Darline Bill; Daphne Dunger; Ben Engbrecht,
Chairperson; Lynn Fauth; Phyllis Harms; Gordon Harris; Lloyd Harsch; Ray Kiemele; John Lang; Lucille Lengefeld; John Siewert; Charles Weber; Berneice Westerman
2100 S. Summit Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
A Newsletter for the NAB Family

nabarchives@sfseminary.edu

(605) 274-2731

www.nabarchives.org
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Overwhelming Impact
Those in North America who sacrifice
their time, energy, and resources to
serve the White Cross international
ministry have an impact on families and
individuals in West Africa.
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The Joy of Serving
Keir Hammer
Director, White Cross Canada

H

ave you seen the chart in the recent White
Cross brochure? It’s entitled “White Cross—by the
Numbers.” It shows—via a pie chart—that the work
of White Cross is overwhelmingly accomplished by volunteers.
I regularly think about the people all across North America who
are sacrificing their time, energy, expertise, and finances—all to
partner in the work in West Africa. Our partners in the Cameroon
Baptist Convention (CBC) also sacrifice to impact lives. As I
reflect on these ongoing sacrifices, I am greatly encouraged.
Further, I think of the sacrifices of all of the people over many,
many years who have made the work in Cameroon what it is,
and I feel deeply honored to be part of such sacrificial giving.
Have you heard the statistics in Cameroon? Over a million people were helped by the CBC Health Services annually for
the past couple of years. More important than statistics are the people. I am regularly privileged to meet White Cross
volunteers from all across North America. Many have been sacrificing faithfully for years. Others are just beginning to
help with White Cross and are excited about the opportunity to serve. It is encouraging to see such willingness to give!
I have also had the privilege of meeting some of the key people in Cameroon whose ongoing sacrifices join with ours to
make the work so successful. Certainly many working in the CBC Health Services could get better jobs with more pay
and far fewer hours. Instead, they work sacrificially to help their fellow Cameroonians. Together, we are able to reach out
to and help more and more communities every year.
Easter has just passed and is a great time to reflect on sacrifice: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son.”
While we can’t really compare our sacrifices with God’s, His sacrifice can serve as a model for how we should treat one
another—wherever we are and whomever we meet.
What sustains all of this sacrificial serving? Like God’s sacrifice, there is a cost. However, I hear joy in the voices and see
it in the lives of those who serve. When we give, love, and serve for the sake of others, God fills us with a life-sustaining
joy. I pray that you will experience such joy in all that you do for God’s Kingdom.

For more information about the work of White Cross in Canada and the United States, visit:
Canada: www.taylor-edu.ca/wahlcentre/whitecross
United States: www.nabconference.org/missions/white-cross
Be sure to request copies of the latest brochure. Call or email the White Cross facility in your home country.
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The Oil of Joy for Mourning

son, the grieving family headed back north to pursue the
dream of a permanent Bible School for young people.

T

Less than two years after that painful loss, construction
was underway on the first campus of this institution, and
what many people don’t realize is that young Ivan’s death
played an integral role. An insurance settlement in the
amount of $2,100 was given in its entirety to the project
and became the seed money for what we now know as
Taylor College and Seminary.

Tim Willson

here are aspects of joy that are counter-

intuitive. In our imaginations, joy belongs
in the same category as positive, happy,
and fun experiences. As with so many aspects of the
Kingdom of God, however, our expectations of joy
are often turned upside down as we follow Christ.
The truth of this was highlighted for the Taylor
community in 2015 as we marked our 75th Anniversary.
In a series of celebration events, we recounted the story of
the founding of the institution under the name Christian
Training Institute, and we were struck by one painful
detail going back to the summer of 1937, two-and-a-half
years before CTI became a reality.

Throughout 2015, time and again we found ourselves
rejoicing with alumni over the lives changed, ministries
launched, churches planted, and service rendered as part
of the legacy of this institution. Amazingly, the joy we
experienced in recounting all that God has done through
Taylor (including CTI, NABC, and NABDS/EBS) had
its roots in the very painful loss of Emil and Pauline
Wahl’s young son, Ivan. We found
ourselves in awe at God’s ability to
give “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning” (Isaiah. 61:3).

Rev. E. P. Wahl began serving as the
pastor of Second German Baptist
Church in Portland in 1933.
During his four years of service,
he continued a radio ministry of
In 1957, following seventeen years
the church, developed a ministry
of service to the institution he
to Asian immigrants, changed the
founded, Rev. Wahl stepped down.
name of the church to Immanuel
He was honored by the school with
Ivan Ira Wahl, 1923-1937
Baptist Church, and helped lead
an honorary Doctor of Divinity, but
the planning team for the 1937
the students who had come to know
Triennial in Portland (the first one in English). This busy
and love him during those early years continued to use the
and productive ministry shifted dramatically that summer
nickname “Papa Wahl.” Nothing could replace his son,
for two reasons.
Ivan, of course, but it is to God’s glory that we recognize
how many spiritual sons and daughters were granted to
First, Rev. Wahl received a call to return to Alberta, where
Dr. Wahl and his wife, Pauline. It is a reminder that new
he pastored after graduation from seminary in Rochester,
life and resurrection power lie at the heart of all that God
NY. A vision to provide Christian education and training
is doing, and His joy is more lasting than our sorrows.
to the young people of the Canadian prairies had been
in his heart for years, and in 1937 he accepted the call
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are
from the Northern Conference Missions Committee to
walking in the truth,” wrote the Apostle John (3 John
return to Alberta where he would focus on missions and
1:4). Dr. Wahl knew that joy as he saw thousands of
on providing leadership to the Bible School movement.
young people learn to walk in truth. What a comfort it is
to know that we serve a God who can bring goodness out
The second change was more tragic. While running
of our toughest and most painful circumstances. Thanks
errands with his son, Rev. Wahl was involved in a car
be to God!
accident with a city tram and 13-year-old Ivan was thrown
Tim Willson is the Director of Communications and Marketing for
from the vehicle and killed. Just weeks after burying their
www.taylor-edu.ca
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Arising Stronger
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I am not one who reads psychology books very often but I was intrigued by reading a review of a recent book, Rising Strong
by Brene Brown. It is a book which focuses on how people overcome the significant obstacles they have encountered in
their lives. For thirteen years Brown studied those people who had significant failure in their life yet found the strength to
get back up and move on. The book focuses on what enabled them to do it. She had some lines that really resonated with
me.
“He or she who is the most capable of being uncomfortable rises the fastest. There is a huge correlation between a
capacity for discomfort and wholeheartedness. If you can’t manage discomfort it sends you barreling into perfectionism,
blame and rationalizing.”
We sort of know these things down deep in our heart of hearts, but that does not mean we have processed them into
something useful in our lives. The word “buffeted” comes to mind when I read her words. I imagine a Navy SEAL in
their training drills. You may have seen an example. They are undergoing immense pain and discomfort in ice-cold water,
struggling through it because they know it is the only way that they will become hardened to the pain. They submit to the
pain and their trainers because they understand that it is designed to help them survive later on under similar conditions
on the job. >>continued on next page >>
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Yet strangely when we are in pain or discomfort, we naturally
tend to ask God for deliverance from it. Can you imagine a
Navy SEAL laying in the cold surf for 24 hours crying out
to his trainer, “Just make it stop!” Yet this is what we do with
God many times. We pray to be meaningful, but without
any pain involved.
“When failure does not hurt, it is not failure.”
Failure is another type of pain that God brings into our lives.
Real failure does hurt. It leaves a mark on us that can take
years to fade. The question becomes what we will do with
the pain. Will we whine about it and ask it to stop, or will
we submit to its cleansing effect? Imagine the Navy SEAL
recruit asking for the suffering to stop, but then asking if he
can still graduate. We might think that is crazy, but we do
the same with God.
“Shame needs three things to grow: secrecy, silence and
judgement.”
Shame is a funny thing because it is mostly about us
condemning ourselves. Really it is us agreeing in our head
that we probably deserve the pain that we are experiencing.
Sometimes though, the shame can be healthy because it
causes us to correct our attitude, but it is not a place to
stay and stir in for too long. Once we have come to terms
with our own weakness and failure, we can’t continue to feel
sorry for ourselves if we are going to have it used positively
in our lives. We have to understand, like Job, that we cannot
expect only good things from the hand of God.
Isaiah 66:2 says it well: “But to this one I will look. To him
who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at
my word.”
We learn to tremble because we understand what God can
bring into our life—real pain and real suffering. And, at
times He can do this in amounts that can easily overwhelm
our fragile nature.
Yet He does it for a purpose which we must not forget, even
when we are in the middle of it.
(We invite you to visit us online and read other articles like this
in our Blog section.)
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In His Arms
Ellie Pond
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It took becoming a mom to understand just an inkling
“how wide and long and deep is the love of Christ”
(Ephesians 3:18). If I feel this immense love for my kids,
what must God feel for us? The thought is mind-boggling
that His love is infinitely beyond anything we can measure.
The next time you hold a newborn baby, forget all of your
worries, insecurities, and worldly issues and bask in the real
reason that you are here on earth: to give and receive our
amazing God’s love.
Of course it is super easy to love a newborn, but how
easy is it to love our enemies? The next time you have
to deal with someone who isn’t so easy to love, like that
faultfinder who just kind of rubs you the wrong way like
80-grade sandpaper, remember that God loves that person
unconditionally as much as He loves that newborn infant.
We all know how hard it is to love a curmudgeon who you
may not think deserves it, but the next time you run up
against Godzilla, picture Jesus holding that person in His
arms. A kind response may be just what that individual
needs, for we don’t know what he or she is going through.
May you be God’s loving reflection in everything you say
and do and may you be the blessing that person needs. I
once read somewhere that if your heart is filled with Jesus,
there is no room for anything else.
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Paid
in Full!
First Baptist Church

Living H20

Elk Grove, CA

Church Investors Fund recently had the opportunity to join
in the celebration of First Baptist Church of Elk Grove in
becoming debt free. We rejoiced in prayer time and giving
praise to our awesome God for His provisions. We also
enjoyed sharing a delicious breakfast with the staff. First
Baptist is now moving forward by using the money that used
to go towards making loan payments to investing the money
into their building fund. Way to go friends!

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
Even before the
phrase “boys will
be boys” was
possible, Eve had
a difficult time
believing Adam
was really just
taking a walk in
the Garden.

“For His anger lasts only a moment, but
His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may
remain for a night, but rejoicing comes
in the morning.” -Psalms 30:5

Church Investors Fund
Building up the Church, One Investor at a Time

9401 E Stockton Blvd., Suite 240
Elk Grove, CA 95624
800-543-2343 |

ceif@ceif.org

www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org

Church Investors Fund’s mission is to assist local churches with facilities
development—helping them respond to God’s call to make disciples.
Our primary purpose is to help spread the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by providing financing for the acquisition,
construction, and remodeling of churches, parsonages and other projects for NAB churches and organizations to enable
them to expand their ministries. These funds are made available by offering competitive investment opportunities for the
constituency of the North American Baptist Conference and those associated with an NAB organization.

A Newsletter for the NAB Family

SPRING 2016 | ONWARD 19

North American Baptists, Inc.

North American Baptists
1219 Pleasant Grove Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95678

Pastors
& Wives Retreat
Eastern Association
Niagara Falls

Church Investors Fund had the wonderful opportunity this past February to be a part of the Eastern Association’s
Pastors and Wives Retreat. It was a time where Les Collins and Bob Glim were blessed with the opportunity to
challenge and equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge that would enable them to maintain spiritual,
personal, and financial stability in both their personal and professional lives. We drew attention to the ever-growing
challenge of burnout that we see so many pastors confronted with on a regular basis, and shared how they might
recognize and combat it.
As you would expect, not every pastor is in the same place, so it can often be difficult to meet all pastors where they
are at today. However, we are confident we met some where they are today and better prepared some others for the
potential pitfalls that may be coming their way soon.
Afterward Pastor Kevin Wright kindly shared his appreciation when he said, “THANK YOU for being part of the
solution versus part of the problem.”

