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I have read it countless times, probably as you have, but 
this time I saw something that I hadn’t noticed before. It is 
so often how the Bible works: stories that we have heard 
over and over can somehow take on a new hue - that is 
how the Holy Spirit works.

The passage I was reading was a very familiar one - that 
of the prodigal son. Reading this in the past, I often felt 
that the older brother was treated rather harshly and 
somewhat unfairly. I can relate to him, knowing others 
that are like the younger brother. As such, I have often felt 
that those who see things through and remain reliable 
often get ‘second best’ compared to those who are selfish 
by nature. To me this parable seemed to be just another 
story where those who are dependable are left holding 
the bag.

 Yet, as I reread it this time something new stuck out to 
me that I hadn’t noticed before. It was the part toward 
the end of the story, and I wondered why I hadn’t noticed 
it before.

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. 
So, his father went out…to him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you 
and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 
me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 
friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered 
your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him’. ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are 
always with me, and everything I have is yours.’”

How very odd. The son accuses his father of being 
stingy, having never 
given him a party. 
Yet, at that very 
moment the father 
is throwing a party, 
just for the younger 
son.

In reading it this 
time it stuck out that 
the older brother 
had never received 
a party because 

he had simply never asked for one; he assumed that his 
father would say ‘no’ because he was so tightfisted.

How many of us assume God is stingy? That He is so miserly 
we don’t bother to ask Him for things? It’s a common way 
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Changes to IRA Law
In the United States, a recent piece of legislation called the 
SECURE Act is affecting your IRA. 

If you have an IRA, and did not yet turn 70 1/2 in 2019, the new 
age you are required to take your RMD is now 72. Next, the Act 
removes the age restriction for contributions to traditional 
IRAs. Also, you can now contribute, up to $6,000, plus an 
extra $1,000 catch-up contribution, if you are over 50. 

If you have an IRA and want to learn more, we encourage 
you to reach out to your financial planner for guidance. 

If you would like to contribute to your IRA, or would like to 
open a new investment with us and help build churches, 
please call us at 1-800-543-2343 or reach us via email at 
ceif@ceif.org. 

to view God, especially among those who have served Him 
for a long time, as this brother had his father. 

How often do we let our view of God dictate how we pray 
(to our own detriment)?

We need to stop and ponder how He dresses a tree in the 
spring or a parrot in the jungle where few will ever see it. 
If you look at His creation closely, you see that His designs 
spare no expense. 

Then there is the issue of projecting onto others the traits 
that we ourselves have. I think this was the case with the 
older brother. He was tightfisted by nature and didn’t 
necessarily want a party and assumed that his father 
thought the same as he did.

On top of that, possibly the older brother’s tightfisted ways 
could have led to the younger brother becoming an easy 
spender. Too often a younger sibling will react to those 

older than they are in order to ‘rebalance’ 
the family. But it never works. We can only 
rebalance ourselves.

So, maybe you 
are one of 
those who 
has “plowed” 
in God’s field a 
long time and have grown tired of feeling overlooked by 
God. Maybe, though, it is your view of Him that is the 
problem. Maybe it is time to look for new insight into the 
nature of God… 

...and ask Him for those things you have so long longed for.

-The Loan Arranger (who is also taking a fresh look at God’s 
nature). 

Visit our website for more articles.
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Focus on the Facts

Average amount consumers 
celebrating Valentine’s Day 

intend to spend in 2020.

Living H2O
“Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.”

-1 John 4:11 (NIV)

Visit Our Blog
If you enjoyed reading The Other 
Brother, we invite you to visit our 
website to read more articles from 
the Loan Arranger or one of our other 
authors. 

Email us at ceif@ceif.org and ask to 
sign up to receive a new blog every 
week. 
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Recently, while trawling the Internet to avoid something 
I didn’t want to do, I read an article about the causes of 
procrastination. While common wisdom has long held 
that procrastination arises from laziness, the article 
suggested that, instead, we procrastinate because we 
can’t regulate our emotions. Think about it: we don’t 
procrastinate on things we’re excited about doing, even 
if they’re a lot of work; we procrastinate when something 
about the task or event makes us uncomfortable. Maybe, 
like cleaning the bathroom, the task itself is unpleasant. 
Maybe, like writing this article, the task is neutral but 
the pressure of the process is stressful. Even though we 
know we’ll feel better when the task is complete, our 
brains tell us it’s more important to avoid the present 
unpleasantness. Psychologists offer many explanations 
for this phenomenon, but they stem from the same 
root: we don’t want to be unhappy now.

Several days after reading the article, while sitting in 
church listening to a sermon on church discipline, I 
heard something that yanks that root out, dirt clods and 
all. Almost as a side gloss on his bigger point, the pastor 
stated that Christians have bought into the world view 
that now is what matters most. We work tirelessly to 
avoid suffering because we can’t conceive of a greater 
evil than being unhappy now, nor can we imagine a 
greater good than everything coming up roses in our 
daily lives. But this is very far from the truth! The Bible 
gives example after example and teaching after teaching 

to tell us that present suffering is in service of future joy. 

In some ways, it’s almost easier to wrap our minds 
around the idea that, say, persecution for Christ’s 
sake can have an eternal benefit. Much more difficult: 
believing there’s anything eternal about doing the 
dishes right after dinner rather than putting them off 
to the next morning. I think, though, that anytime we 
choose to do the unpleasant thing now in pursuit of a 
better future, we slowly rewire our brains and teach our 
hearts to remember that here-and-now happiness is 
not the goal. It’s all part of the process of putting off the 
old self and on the new as we set our minds “on things 
above, and not on earthly things”. 

 Put It Off
 Alica Stevans
 Executive Assistant

Common GroundsCommon Grounds

Which major prophet 
received the direction to 
“eat this scroll”?

Answer: Ezekiel. In chapter 3:1-3, God tells him to “eat this scroll, then go and speak 
to the people of Israel.”  Ezekiel said it was as sweet as honey.

Bible Facts Trivia
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