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The Evergreen
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As we come near to Christmas our minds turn to thinking
about those traditions that warm us from the inside. The
older we get the more the traditions of Christmas seem to
mean to us.

Christian world some time back in the Middle Ages. Most
have never really given its significance much thought- it
has just always been there, a part of every Christmas that
we can remember.

Many have fond memories of turning the lights down low,
lighting the candles, and sitting down in a favorite chair
with old-time Christmas songs playing in the background.
Invariably, this also includes turning on the tree lights to
complete the scene.

I am prone to pondering at times, and I have recently given
it some thought, to decide for myself whether it really
does have any significance in my celebration of Christmas.
As I thought through how the evergreen compares with
other trees, it hit me that an evergreen is quite different
in several ways.

Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without the
decorated tree, with its lights flickering. Yet, the tradition
of bringing in an evergreen from the cold has only been
with us since Prince Albert brought it to England when he
married Queen Victoria back in 1840. In time this tradition
crossed the Atlantic
to Canada and the
US and has been
with us ever since.
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No one really knows
how the tradition
first got started,
but common belief
is that it was first
a pagan ritual that
found its way into the

Firstly, as its name suggests, it is always green - no matter
what type of weather is out there. In considering this
aspect I came to realize that it really is like a true follower
of the Faith in this respect. In good times or in bad it
remains unchanged, because it has been “wise” enough
to plan ahead. It stores what it needs in good weather so
that it has enough for those times when things turn bad.
Isn’t this what we as Christians are called to do as well?
It also seems to have hope, by keeping its leaves - or
needles - trusting in the notion that the good times will
come again (as invariably they do). It’s able to save energy
for the bad times by being less “showy” when times
are good. Its leaves are rather understated when
compared with a tree like the maple, which
expends huge energy in order to soak up as
>>continued on next page >>
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much sun as possible in the summer, only to be forced to
abandon these leaves come the first sign of winter.
Another way in which evergreens are different from other
trees is that they are larger at their base, while most other
trees make their widest part at the top. There is good
reason for most trees doing this, they get more sunshine
that way - but it comes at great cost to those smaller and
weaker below, who are trying to eke out a living under
them. Evergreens do the opposite - they grow narrower as
they rise, enabling each branch in turn to get some light.
It is a much more cooperative way of behaving, and in the
end, it leads to even the smallest evergreens getting some
of the sunshine.
Lastly, an evergreen is always pointing to its Maker, rather
than trying to dominate the sky and making others look up
to it. This is really the heart of Christ’s story. God coming
down to little us, and then us in turn, pointing back up to

Him.
In the end, the evergreen may not be the prettiest tree in
the forest, but its wise use of resources, which God has
given it, enables it to not be swayed by every turn of the
seasons. It does this while maintaining a solid faith that
God will provide another summer season ahead - all while
treating the other trees around it as it would like to be
treated. It really is the heart of the Christmas message.
So, does it deserve a place in our traditions?
Has it earned its dwelling place with us, as we gather with
our families this Christmas?
While your family gathers around the tree this season,
may it warm your heart as the days grow cold and dark...
… just as those evergreens still outdoors, do for both birds
and small animals alike.

Christmas Biscotti
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 cups sugar
1 cup melted butter
¼ cup anise seeds
¼ cup anisette liqueur
3 tablespoons brandy
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
6 large eggs
2 cups coarsely chopped
almonds or slivered
5 ½ cups flour
½ teaspoon salt

•

1 tablespoon baking powder

Living H2O
"Splendor and majesty are
before him; strength and
joy are his dwelling place."
- 1 Chronicles 16:27

Directions:

1. Stir or mix in blender sugar, butter, anise seeds, liqueur, brandy, and
extract in a large bowl. Add eggs one at a time to mixture, followed by
the almonds. Stir in flour, salt, and baking powder until just combined.
Recipe courtesy of:
2. Cover and chill dough for 2 hours or overnight.
Shelly Stepps
3. Preheat oven to 350°F with rack in middle.
4. Using moistened hands, halve dough and form 2 (16-inch by 2-inch) loaves 		
on a greased large baking sheet.
5. Bake about 15-20 minutes until lightly golden. Carefully transfer loaves to 		
a rack and cool 15 minutes.
6. Cut loaves into ½ inch slices with a serrated knife.
7. Arrange biscotti, with cut side down, on a clean baking sheet and bake 		
7- 8 minutes until golden brown. Transfer to rack to cool completely.
8. Enjoy!!

Focus on the Facts

350,000

acres in production for
growing Christmas Trees
in the U.S..
Source:
realchristmastrees.org
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Merry Christmas

You Are Not Alone

Bob Glim
V.P./Marketing

It has been an interesting year to say the least. I find
it maddening that we can live in a world filled with
billions of people and yet feel very alone during these
past months. We starve for personal connection and
look for it in whatever form we can find it. Virtual
gatherings, phone calls, texts, and various social media
apps became a necessity for many. But even with all the
various platforms at our disposal, it still can’t replace inperson interaction. If you can relate, you are not alone.
We desperately need to experience hope, love, joy,
peace, and kindness. And I can’t think of a more
redemptive way to end a year filled with uncertainty,
fear, isolation, death, anxiety, and every other emotion
than the Christmas season that culminates in the
celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
We are reminded in Isaiah 43:19, “See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.”
Christmas is a time of celebration. It’s a time to remember
God’s great love and the gift of his only Son who came to
this earth to redeem us from our sins. Christmas grants
us the opportunity to appreciate the people in our lives
a little deeper and to be a little kinder. Christmas brings
us hope, love, joy and peace. It helps us to see God in
the little things we take for granted in the every day.

with a fresh perspective.
It is the perfect time to remember that through the
chaos, God is good and HE still reigns.
I pray you allow yourself to slow down and enjoy the
simple things in life and allow your heart to be touched
in a special way. I hope this Christmas season the
Christmas lights twinkle a little brighter, the songs are a
little more merry, the food a little tastier, the wonderful
memories a little more vivid, and everyone a little more
patient and loving.
Whether you are 6,000 miles apart, six feet apart or are
blessed to hold your loved ones close, may the spirit of
Jesus fill your heart and mind this Christmas season.
If you are facing struggles this Christmas, please know
that you are not alone. God is still watching over you,
and we are just a phone call away. If you just need a
listening ear or if we could pray for you in any way,
please do not hesitate to reach out to us.
From our family to yours, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

INVESTORS' DOLLARS AT WORK

Calvin Coolidge said, “Christmas is not a time nor a
season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and
goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real
spirit of Christmas.”
Christmas blesses us with the opportunity to end the
year on a cheerful note and the chance to start anew,

Bible Facts Trivia
In the Old Testament, what
book tells the prophecy of
where Jesus will be born?

Lincoln Hills Community
Lincoln, CA

Answer: Micah 5:2
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Year-End Donations
Are you looking to make a donation to a Kingdom
cause that is effectively ministering in the harvest
fields? Have you considered Church Investors
Fund? We offer great investment opportunities,
but we also accept donations while offering a tax
deductible receipt.
As you pray about how and where to donate
monetarily to God’s work, would you prayerfully
consider supporting the building of churches and
advancing the Kingdom through
the ministry of Church Investors
Fund?
Let’s partner together to
continue to see God’s
Kingdom go forth on
this earth to His glory.
Call us at 1-800-5432343 or reach us via email
at ceif@ceif.org as the Lord
leads.

Liquid Investments
Foundation

No minimum term
● Add funds at any time
● Redeem funds up to three times per 		
month without penalty
●

Building and Ministry Fund

Funds available on demand
● No penalties when used for
qualified purposes
● Variable rate based on three-year Term Certificate
●

FOUNDATION CERTIFICATES*
$250 to
$999

$1,000 to
$9,999

$10,000 to
$29,999

$30,000 to
$49,999

$50,000+

0.75%

0.75%

1.00%

1.25%

1.50%

CERTIFICATES FOR CHURCHES ONLY*
Building Fund Certificate
Ministry Fund Certificate

1.10%
1.10%

1.60%
1.60%

* Actual rate earned depends upon the then current rates and the dollar amount invested. We invite
you to call or visit our website at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org to review the most current rates.
This is not an offer to sell investments or a solicitation to buy. The offer is made only in states/provinces where
authorized and solely by the Church Investors Fund Offering Circular/Subscription Agreement.

Church Investors Fund  www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org  1-800-543-2343
9401 E Stockton Boulevard, Suite 240 Elk Grove, CA 95624

