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As we approach the one-year anniversary of when 
COVID-19 and the shutdowns began, I cannot help but 
notice how much uncertainty and disbalance there is in 
our lives nowadays. To our human mind this is the worst 
possible outcome. To not know what the next week or 
month will bring is terrifying. However, it is during times 
of uncertainty and discomfort when we are most likely to 
come to God with an open heart to seek His purpose and 
will in our lives.

Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, 
but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

I came across 
an interesting 
article written 
in October 1918 
during the Spanish 
Flu Pandemic that 
says, “while our 
churches remain 
closed because 
of the Spanish 
Influenza, the way 
to His hearing ear is 

still open, and we are finding it a splendid opportunity to 
devote additional time to prayer”. 

While we love certainty, we also cannot deny that during 
certain and peaceful times we become complacent and, 
many times, ineffective for the work God has for us. We 
become more dependent on our own capabilities and 
not as much on stepping out in faith and trusting God’s 
guidance.

The way the COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives, 
each to a different degree, should clearly show us that 
our lives are not in our control - that if we have peaceful 
and comfortable times, it is God’s grace on us. However, 
if we have difficult times like these, it is God showing His 
love towards us as He is preparing us for His purposes 
which we may or may not yet see. I feel confident that 
these difficult times will serve His purpose. One can see 
throughout God’s Word how during the difficult and 
uncertain times, God always accomplishes His work 
through the people that continue to stay in communion 
with Him through prayer.

As we look back over the last year, we see 
many businesses that were closed down 
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as a result of government orders, and others that are 
on the verge of closing. However, we have seen our 
churches show great resilience and an ability to adjust to 
the times even though there were orders to close down 
in-person gatherings. During this time, not only have 
churches stayed operational, but many of them have 
developed a much more active online presence. Through 
an online presence, a church is not only able to continue 
serving their local community, but they can now reach 
any person, in any city, that has internet. This is a major 
accomplishment that may not have been as urgent to get 
in place if this pandemic had not happened. 

So, while there are many negative and uncertain side 
effects from this pandemic that we will continue to 
feel for many years, if we truly take the time to analyze 
it, we will see that this is not a random event. We can 
also reference back to God’s Word and see that nearly 
each and every major work that His people did was 
accomplished through adverse circumstances. Knowing 
this we can acknowledge that within all this uncertainty, 
God has a purpose, and if we align our plans to serve 
Him first and search for His purpose through prayer, we 
will be able to accomplish His will through whatever the 
circumstances may be. 
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Focus on the Facts

"While our churches  
remain closed because  
of the [pandemic], the 
way to His hearing ear 

is still open, and we 
are finding it a splendid 
opportunity to devote 

additional time  
to prayer."

Living H2O
"In him was life, and that 
life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness and the 
darkness has not overcome 
it."
-John 1:4-5

October 1918: Article during Spanish Flu Pandemic

Continuing to Serve You in 2021
2020 was a challenging year for everyone. It brought 
much anxiety, loneliness, fear, and often frustration 
and maybe even anger. So when 2021 arrived it 
brought with it a desire for hope, peace, love, and 
hopefully a return to some normalcy.

We don't know what the new year has in store, but 
a couple of things are certain: God is in control, and 
none of us are Him.

Throughout the pandemic, Church Investors Fund 
has been blessed with the ability to remain open 
and continue to serve your needs. Of course we had 
to make a number of adjustments in an attempt to 
protect the health of each person and to remain 
compliant with the orders handed down from our 
governing leaders. 

All the uncertainties certainly weighed heavily on 
each person in the office, but we were certainly 

blessed with the opportunity to support each other 
through it all. We prayed for each other, our ministry 
partners, the churches we serve, our nation, and the 
world.

As we begin 2021, we will continue to serve and pray 
for you with the same commitment as always.

Thank you for being a blessing to us. 



There are many places I enjoy visiting. When I have time 
or feel up for a drive, my favorite place is preferably a 
trip to the mountains. I love the fresh cool mountain air, 
the smell of the pine trees and the sweet sound of peace 
and quiet. However, when the mountains are just too 
far after a day’s work, I am blessed to have the pleasant 
views and trails through a walnut orchard. 

The peace and quiet can still be found and it is where I 
go to just be still, talk with God to lay down the burdens 
that weigh on my heart and praise him for the gifts he 
continuously pours out. Each day I enter in, the more I 
am reminded of His goodness and faithfulness. It is here 
in this orchard where the mourning has been turned 
into dancing as I lean into God more and more each day. 
It is the place where I go to feel refreshed, renewed and 
encouraged to start again as I continue to walk in His 
grace and strengthen my relationship with God. And in 
all honesty, the place where my puppy can be as crazy as 
she wants to no end. 

Last year had many of us facing disappointments, 
heartache, and pain. One verse that encouraged me on 
a daily stroll comes from Isaiah 40:8: “The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 
forever.” As I meditated on this verse, it encouraged me 
to remember that God will always remain and has a plan 
even when I cannot see.

As we continue into the new year, we may not be 
able to always go to the mountains or the place we so 
desperately desire, but I think each of us has a special 
place to go when our hearts need to meet with God the 
most. Where is that place for you? Is it the prayer room 
in your house, the chair on the front porch, a walk down 

the street or maybe a drive to new scenes? Wherever it 
may be, I encourage you to seek out the place where you 
can go and meet with the One who is able to provide the 
rest and peace that we so desperately long for when we 
have no control. 

We are excited to announce that Igor 
Mokhov has been promoted to President 
of Church Investors Fund, Inc.. Igor 
has been serving as Controller for our 
ministry over the past seven years, 
recently completed his MBA, and is looking forward to 
continuing to grow the Church Investors Fund ministry.

We have been blessed to have Les Collins serve as 
President for the past 20 years, and want to thank him 
for his faithful service. Over the years he helped lay 
a strong foundation that will serve the ministry well 
going forward. Les will continue to serve as President 
of Church Investors Fund, Ltd; which is the Canada 
ministry. He will also serve on our US Board of Directors, 
and is ensuring a smooth transition to Igor.

Our commitment to serving our Lord and Savior well 
remains our top priority, and we will continue our 
commitment to serving our investors and churches with 
the same excellence that our ministry partners have 
come to expect from us over the years.

For His Glory! 

Common GroundsCommon Grounds

Transition at Church Investors Fund

Psalm 145:13 states: the 
LORD is ______ in all he 
promises and ______ in all 
he does.

Answer:  :Trustworthy, Faithful

Bible Facts Trivia
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Charitable Remainder Trust Liquid Investments
Foundation
 ●  No minimum term
 ●  Add funds at any time
 ●  Redeem funds up to three times per   
     month without penalty

Building and Ministry Fund
 ●  Funds available on demand
 ●  No penalties when used for 
     qualified purposes
 ●  Variable rate based on three-year Term Bond

FOUNDATION BONDS*
$250 to 

$999
$1,000 to 

$9,999
$10,000 to 

$29,999
$30,000 to 

$49,999 $50,000+

0.30% 0.55% 0.80% 1.05% 1.30%

BONDS FOR CHURCHES ONLY*
Building Fund Bond 0.60% 1.10%
Ministry Fund Bond 0.60% 1.10%

Are you having trouble making ends meet on 
your retirement savings? If so, we encourage you 
to consider a Church Investors Fund Charitable 
Remainder Trust (CRT). It provides you the 
opportunity to:

• Receive a consistent income for life

• Receive a higher interest rate

• Receive a substantial tax deduction

• Help build churches today and for  
future generations

• Leave a lasting legacy

For additional information,  
please call us at  
1-800-543-2343 or  
email us at ceif@ceif.org. 

* Actual rate earned depends upon the then current rates and the dollar amount invested. We invite 
you to call or visit our website at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org to review the most current rates.
This is not an offer to sell investments or a solicitation to buy. The offer is made only in provinces where 
authorized and solely by the Church Investors Fund Subscription Agreement.


