
The few weeks after Thanksgiving leading up to Christmas is one of my favorite times of the year. During this time of 
the year things slow down, and more attention is directed towards the things that matter: Remembering Jesus’ birth, 
spending time with family, and evaluating the good and bad from the last year to see what you can take away for the 
upcoming year. 

As I look back on the last year in the life of our churches, the best way I can explain it is as a mixed bag. I have heard 
some tough stories about churches having a hard time adapting to the COVID restrictions. I have also heard some 
inspiring stories of churches doing well adjusting to current restrictions and seeing their congregations grow closer to 
Christ through the uncertainty that COVID restrictions brought. The question that remains in my mind, as it does in 
many others, is what this means for the upcoming year.

While no one knows exactly what’s in store, I would say that my takeaway after 
many conversations is that many church leaders are looking and praying to find 
ways to make a bigger impact in their communities post-COVID. While there is 
still a lot of uncertainty due to COVID, it is encouraging to know that the leaders 
in our churches see a need and are looking for ways to adapt their ministries to 
be relevant in these times. If history is a good reference, then we know that the 
church is the most effective during times of difficulty. Even though the times 
are still not back to normal, I find it encouraging that the church is noticing the 
needs and adapting to find ways to meet them.

So, as we wind down this year and enter a new one, please remember 
to pray for and support your church leaders as they are seeking to 
find which direction God is leading them in these changing times. 
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Focus on the Facts

When the candy cane 
was invented in Germany, 

it was made into a J for 
Jesus. The red stripes 
symbolize his blood.

www.berries.com/blog/ 
45-fun-christmas-facts

Living H2O
"May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit." 

Romans 15:13

Whether it's through email, by a phone call, or when you are out and about, it seems we are 
inundated with scam attempts. We all do our best to not become a victim of these efforts, but 
the truth is scammers are getting better and better at separating people from their money.

In the past you could spot the scam emails much more easily. The spelling was horrible, the 
company logos were distorted and blurry, and they often couldn't even spell your name right. 
Phone calls were much fewer and it was often quite obvious they knew nothing about you - 

let alone how to pronounce your name correctly. 

However, this is no longer the case. Emails now look very legitimate and phone callers seem to know so much about 
us and our business that they sound legitimate. Then add in the fear factor. They try to get you in a panic that your 
account is being hacked and assure you that they want to help you - when in reality, they are the hackers. 

Here are a couple ideas that could help you. First, don't panic and never rush to provide any information. If it is 
an email, don't click on any links and don't respond to the email unless you were expecting an email from that 
company.  For example, if you get an email from Amazon saying there was an issue with your order, go online and 
check your account. Also, you can often hover your mouse over a link (don't click) and it will show you where the 
link is going to take you. More often than not, a scam email will not match the company it claims it is from. 

If you receive a phone call and you don't recognize the number, let it go to voicemail. If you think it is legitimate, or 
happen to pick up, don't provide any information. Instead, hang up and call the company they say they are from, 
such as your bank. Again, do not provide  any information to someone who called you unless you are certain they 
are who they claim.

The bottom line is scammers have gotten better at their craft and they often use fear as their weapon. They try to 
panic you into giving up information. The internet is a powerful tool, but it also makes it easier for people to find 
out information about you that can be used in their scam.

It's much easier to go the extra mile to keep your information safe than it is to spend months, or longer, trying to 
repair the damage of a scammer. You can't live a life filled with paranoia, but you can live one of 
awareness.

Here at Church Investors Fund we take pride in protecting our investors and make every effort to 
insure we are talking to someone authorized on your account. If we ever call you and you would feel 
more comfortable if you called us back, we encourage you to take whatever steps help you to feel 
safe and secure. 

Tis' the Season for Scams - Protect Yourself!



Christmas in my house is bound by tradition; I think 
once we counted more than twenty separate events and 
practices that are required for the holiday to be properly 
celebrated. I find it impossible to choose one favorite, but 
certainly high on the list is our practice of making everyone 
take turns to open their gifts. Yes, this means the process 
takes hours. It also means that each giver gets to watch the 
giftee’s face when the present is opened. There are few 
things better than watching someone you love opening a 
gift you got them, especially when you know you’ve hit it 
dead on and they’re going to look up at you with a wide, 
delighted mouth and huge, excited eyes. 

Gifts like this have nothing to do with size or expense and 
everything to do with the relationship between the giver 
and the giftee. We know this: Who among us does not 
cherish a messy craft made by a beloved small child? Who 
has not been thrilled by someone handing over a favorite 
snack after a trip to the grocery store? A well-given gift 
says to the receiver, “I know you. I want to give you things 
to make you happy. I love you!”

We know this so instinctively that Jesus relies on it to prove 
a point about His Father: “Which of you,” he asks the crowd 
in Matthew 6, “if your son asks for bread, will give him a 
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will you give him a snake? 
If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him?” Of course 
we won’t give the people we love things to hurt them. We 
desire to give them what they ask for. If we want this even 
in our fallen state, how much more will God in His perfect 
one not only desire to give but actually be able to do so?

At Christmastime we tend to focus on the gift of Jesus, as is 
natural and right. Immanuel IS the greatest gift. However, 
Jesus himself acknowledges that He is not the only gift from 

the Father. In Luke’s parallel passage to Matthew 6, instead 
of “good gifts” He says “how much more will your Father 
in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”(Luke 
11:13). Both the Son and the Spirit are the Father’s gifts to 
us, freely available to anyone who asks. Everything else He 
provides—which is everything—pales in comparison.

Unlike us, God never has to worry about whether He’s 
chosen the right gift to give. He knows us entirely and loves 
us completely; by definition, whatever He gives us is both 
good and best. Although sometimes we perceive His gift as 
a stone or a snake when we’ve asked for food, we can trust 
that it is exactly what we need. He knows better what will 
make us happy than we do—and what will make us happy 
is always, always more of Him. 

Common GroundsCommon Grounds

But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 
will___my people Israel. Matthew 2:6

Answer: Shepherd

Bible Facts Trivia

 All Good Gifts 
 Alica Stevans
 Loan Manager

100th Birthday Celebration!
On November 26th, Church Investors 
Fund is celebrating the 100th Birthday 
of Virginia Mauch. Virginia lives in Elk 
Grove, CA and has been helping build 
churches with us for many years. She 
was born in Victor, CA and in 1956 

moved to the Sacramento area with her husband and 
family. She has been attending Creekside Christian 
Church for many years where she actively participates in 
the Senior prayer chain. Happy Birthday Virginia! 

"The Lord bless you and keep you, the 
Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face 
toward you and give you peace."  
Numbers 6:24-26
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Open an Investment Online Investment Option

Term Bonds (for individuals & churches)

 ●  Available in one to five-year terms.

 ●  Minimum investment of $1,000.

 ●  Higher interest rates for investments over  
      $5,000, $50,000, $100,000 and $250,000.

 ●  Transfer funds electronically.

 ●  Have interest paid to you monthly, quarterly, 
      semi-annually, annually, or allow interest to 
           compound on your investment.

5-YEAR TERM Bonds*
$1,000 to 

$4,999
$5,000 to 
$49,999

$50,000 to 
$99,999

$100,000 to 
$249,999 $250,000+

1.25% 1.50% 1.75% 2.00% 2.25%

We now offer an online investment 
application that will guide you through the 

process of opening an investment and get 
you started in helping build churches!

Everything can be completed 
conveniently online, even the 
banking portion.

Visit our website and click 
on the “Invest Now” link.
www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org

INVEST

NOW


