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My wife recently underwent a major surgery to remove 
a stage-3 pancreatic tumor. Over this past year, she 
experienced just about every emotion imaginable. She 
felt afraid, helpless, overwhelmed, exhausted, angry, 
and sad – to name a few. 

When fear fought to overwhelm her, she instead chose 
to trust in God and exhibit great courage. When the 
recovery was slow, God provided the will to persevere. 
When she could not do things for herself, God provided 
wonderful nurses, doctors, physical therapists, and 

friends and 
family to help 
her. When the 
nights were long 
and the feeling of 
loneliness crept 
in, God provided 
the opportunity 
for me to be with 
her at the hospital 
during the day. 
When she was 
down, God used 

others to provide encouragement to lift her spirit.

While in the hospital after the surgery, she couldn’t 
have visitors other than me, but it didn’t stop people 
from finding ways to show their love and support. We 
don’t live near any immediate family members, but 
they kept in close touch thanks to technology. Our co-
workers even asked for updates on her progress and 
expressed their love. It seemed many of the hours I 
spent with my wife in the hospital were used to keep 
everyone updated on her progress. 

My son even took time away from his wife and his job 
to fly up from southern California and spend a few days 
with Mom. There was no agenda. It was just a time a 
son was able to bless his mother.

And it was our church family who has been there every 
step of the way. They blessed us with meals, flowers, a 
gift bag filled with all sorts of goodies, texts and calls of 
concern, words of encouragement, and a prayer shawl 
from the generous ladies at our church. The love and 
prayers we received were endless.

Even while in the hospital, the kindness 
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In a Time of Need
Bob Glim
Vice President

GOD is with me

His POWER strengthens me,

His LOVE surrounds me,

saturating even the most desperate

circumstances with HOPE.



and skills of the doctors, nurses, and volunteers at the 
hospital showed how God was with her every step of 
the way.

During her stay we were able to get her up and walking 
the halls. As we walked, we couldn’t help but notice 
that many of the rooms had patients, but very few 
had anyone visiting them. I am sure there were many 
reasons these patients didn’t have anyone there with 
them. I am pretty sure COVID played a role, as patients 
could only have two total visitors during their stay, and 
only one could be in the room at a time. Also, I am sure 
some had to go to work and were unable to be there 
during the day. Whatever the reason, they were alone 
for much of their recovery and stay. This served as a 
reminder of just how blessed we were.

Even though it has been a struggle, God reminded us 
that she was never alone. Once we saw the outpouring 
of love that came from every direction, it became a bit 
overwhelming. 

Would it have been easier if God simply provided 
miraculous healing and removed the tumor? Well, of 
course, but we know God’s plan goes far beyond just us 
and what we want. It was an opportunity to show God’s 
great love through so many others. 

If you ever feel alone, know that every day God 
surrounds you with people who care for you, people 
who would love to be there for you and walk alongside 
you during your time of need – if you let them. Maybe 
you are similar to my wife and me and love giving to 
others, but often fail to receive well because you don’t 
want to burden someone or you feel your problems are 
too small. When it comes to God’s love, no problem 
is too small, and He is using His disciples every day 
to impact your life in far greater ways than you could 
imagine. 
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Focus on the Facts

"Faith never knows 
where it is being led, but 

it loves and knows the 
one who is leading." 

Oswald Chambers

Living H2O
"And so we know and rely 
on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives 
in love lives in God, and 
God in them."
-1 John 4:16

We wait in _____ for the LORD; he is our 
help and our shield. In him our hearts 
_____, for we trust in his holy name. 
Psalm 33:20-21

Answer: Hope,Rejoice

Bible Facts Trivia

End-of-Year Report
Health of our Ministry
Once again, despite the pandemic, 
Church Investors Fund was blessed with 
another solid year. Churches with loans 
continued to remain on track with their 
payments and our investors remained faithful and 
committed to the ministry. Although 2021 did not lift 
the anxiety, loneliness, fear, and often frustration that 
we have all been experiencing, we have been blessed 
with the ability to remain open and continue to meet 
the needs of those we serve. 

Online Investment Application
We now offer an online investment 
application that will guide you through the 
process of opening an investment and get 
you started in helping build churches!

Everything can be completed conveniently online, 
even the banking portion.

Visit us at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org and click on 
the “Invest Now” link.

INVEST

NOW



Remember that old story about the man on the roof? 
Sitting on his ridgepole in the middle of a hurricane 
with the floodwaters rising around him, he waves off 
rescue attempts by a raft, a boat, and a helicopter, 
telling everyone that God will save him. When he 
appears at the Pearly Gates, waterlogged, he asks 
what happened: “why didn’t you rescue me, God?”

“I sent a raft, a boat, and a helicopter,” God says. 
“What exactly were you looking for?”

Used as a sermon illustration, the story usually gets 
a good chuckle before making its point, which has 
something to do with "pay attention to how God might 
be working" or "don’t rely on a miracle to fix your 
problem." It’s successful because the man’s problem 
is easy to laugh at—how silly! How shortsighted! 

I think we should cut him some slack, though. Clearly 
seeing his need, the man also knew his only hope of 
salvation rested in the work of God. Some of us, even 
in our most desperate hours, don’t know as much. No, 
his only problem was expecting God to work a certain 
way to meet that need—and honestly, who of us can 
say we haven’t done the same?

When faced with a pressing need—and I mean 
pressing, something that hangs around your neck 
and sits on your chest, making it hard to stand up or 
breathe—we just know how God should save us. He’ll 
provide miraculously, or open a door somewhere we 
can’t see the path to, or work so subtly in our hearts 
that we’ll be surprised when we get through the 
crisis and turn around to look where we’ve been. And 
then we’ll give him all the glory and go on about our 
business. That’s how He does things, right?

Maybe.

Remember that old story about the man on the roof? 
Paralyzed and watching helplessly from his mat, he 
can’t do anything but hold on as his four friends tear 
up the tiles and lower him down to land at Jesus’s feet. 
His need is pretty clear, isn’t it? His friends are looking 
for a miracle; Jesus does them with some regularity. 
The man looks up at Jesus, waiting.

“Friend,” Jesus says. “Your sins are forgiven.”

It wasn’t silly or shortsighted to think that Jesus could 
solve the man’s immediate problem or to expect him 
to do it a certain way. It just wasn’t complete. No 
doubt, the ways we think God will work are ways He 
can and does, sometimes, choose to. But the tyranny 
of the felt need can keep us from recognizing un-felt 
ones that are equally or more important to God. He’s 
always playing the long game, working His plan for our 
good and His glory; all we know about the particulars 
is that he’s making us into His image to be citizens of 
His kingdom.  

Think of what the author of Hebrews tells us about 
the greats of the faith in chapter 11: “These were all 
commended for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised, since God had planned 
something better for us so that only together with us 
would they be made perfect.”

Like the first man on the roof, the people lauded in 
Hebrews 11 knew their need and knew who would 
fill it. Unlike him, they saw neither a raft, a boat, or 
a helicopter. Instead, they remained certain of what 
they could not see. Whether or not God ever met the 
needs they knew, they clung to the Rock instead of the 
ridgepole. And, like the second man on the roof, they 
were saved in ways they didn’t expect. 

Common GroundsCommon Grounds
 Need of a Rescue
 Alica Stevans
 Loan Manager
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Church Resource Center

Have you visited the Church Resource Center that 
is available on our website? If not, you might want 
to visit us at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org.

The purpose of the Church Resource Center is to 
provide information to churches in the various 
areas involved in running a church. The areas of 
ministry discussed include Donations, Savings & 
Investments, Loans, Accounting, Legal, Human 
Resources and Pitfalls.

The information provided is not the be-all-end-all, 
but rather a resource. We hope that 
as you browse the various topics, 
you will find information that 
will help your church and allow 
you to focus more on God’s 
ministries and the community 
you are called to serve.

Investment Option

Term Certificates (for individuals & churches)

 ●  Available in one to five-year terms.

 ●  Minimum investment of $1,000.

 ●  Higher interest rates for investments over  
      $5,000, $50,000, $100,000 and $250,000.

 ●  Transfer funds electronically.

 ●  Have interest paid to you monthly, quarterly, 
      semi-annually, annually, or allow interest to 
           compound on your investment.

5-YEAR TERM CERTIFICATE*
$1,000 to 

$4,999
$5,000 to 
$49,999

$50,000 to 
$99,999

$100,000 to 
$249,999 $250,000+

1.15% 1.40% 1.65% 1.90% 2.15%

* Actual rate earned depends upon the then current rates and the dollar amount invested. We invite you to call or visit our website at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org to review the most current rates.
The purchase of Church Investors Fund securities is subject to risks, which are described in our Offering Circular. This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy Church Investors Fund securities. Such an offer is made only 
by the Offering Circular and only in those states where Church Investors Fund securities may lawfully be offered or sold. Church Investors Fund securities are not FDIC, SIPC or CDIC insured.


