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The last two years have taught us a lot of lessons. One of 
the more important lessons that I think life has shown us 
is that the world does not follow a straight-line trajectory 
but instead cycles through up and down periods. If the 
world is in a state of peace, prosperity, and advancement 
we should not think that we have achieved a special 
feat that will now guarantee this continues in the 
future. The same is true about times of war, pandemics, 
and destruction. I think that as Christians, having a 
clear understanding of the cyclical nature of the world 

is important to 
keep us honest 
and dependent 
on God. When we 
think that times 
will always be 
good, we start to 
trust ourselves 
and become 
prideful, while 
thinking that 
times will always 
be bad makes us 

depressed and not aware of God’s goodness.

With this cyclical nature of reality in mind, it is probably 
safe to say that the world is not at a high point in the 
cycle right now, and that there are many unresolved 
issues that will continue to trouble the world. Things like 
the pandemic, inflation, and war in Ukraine continue to 
be on our minds. However, knowing of God’s goodness, 
it is important to remember that everything is under 
God’s sovereign control and to not get overwhelmed by 
the difficult times as those too shall pass.

As it is written in Ecclesiastes, there is nothing new under 
the sun. The world has seen and been through these 
things before, and even though the times change God 
stays the same. He rewards the faithful and provides 
protection in times of need. 

Hebrews 13:8-Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever. 

With that in mind, I think it is very important that 
we as Christians don’t look at the current state 
of the world and assume this is just the way 
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things will be going forward, but instead look at this as 
an opportunity to show the compassion and care for 
others that the Holy Spirit enables us to show during 
times of difficulty. If we take the example of Jesus, we 
can see that He focused most of his attention to helping 
the people who were going through tough times. By 
choosing to act to make a difference in the lives of the 
people who were in a downward trajectory, Jesus was 
able to change the trajectory of those people’s lives. We 
too can change the trajectory that the world is currently 
on if we take time to address the issues that we are 
currently plagued with. We might not see the results 
immediately but, since we live in a cyclical world, good 
work eventually will bear its fruit. 
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Focus on the Facts

When God  
pushes you to the  
edge of difficulty,  

trust Him.  
Either He will  

catch you when  
you fall or He  
will teach you  

to fly.

Living H2O
"But those who hope in 
the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be 
faint."
-Isaiah 40:31

Good News Church

Good News Church in Tacoma, Washington began 
meeting together as a church in June 1997. After 
outgrowing the space they were in, the church 
recognized their need to find a permanent home. 

Over the years, they looked at several properties, but 
the Lord did not provide them with much peace about 
any of the options. After much prayer, consideration, 
and support from the entire church, they finally 
received clear direction from God to purchase a 
building that was just a few minutes away from where 
they were gathering. 

Pastor Vasiliy Stupin shared, "It was a testimony of 
God's grace toward us that our church membership 
count increased and giving more than doubled since 
the purchase of the building. The purchase and 
remodel of the building allowed us to serve each other 
better, allowed ministries to grow and the work God is 
doing is being seen daily!"

Good News Church is looking forward to what God 
has in store for the church. They continue to pray 
about increasing their impact on the local community 
through outreach and serve as a place of refuge and 
pray for those in need of prayer. 

We invite you to read more in depth about Good News 
Church in our annual report, available online under 
downloads, or in our "See the Fruit" section. 

Answer: Peace, Overcome

"I have told you these things, so that 
in me you may have _________. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have __________ the world." 
John 16:33

Bible Facts Trivia



I love the spring season! Having grown up in the 
Midwest and experienced the cold gloom of winter, 
which I grappled with every year, I believe I came to 
appreciate spring more and more as the years wore 
on. As the last bit of snow melted, the once-frozen 
solid ground finally began to thaw. It was about this 
time that the tulips would push their way through the 
earth, seemingly ahead of most other plants and trees, 
signaling a renewing of life. Even though the memories 
of a long cold winter lingered, there was excitement 
for the things to come. The warm rains would soon be 
upon us and would wash away the melting salt which 
still showed its white remains on the once dark black 
road. The trees would soon sprout new life, more 
flowers would bloom, and the grass would soon turn 
from a dormant yellow to a rich green. Kids would soon 
be emerging from their winter hibernation in full force 
and once again be running around the neighborhood 
and filling up the parks and ball fields with joy and 
laughter. Like I said, I loved the spring season.

I love the reminder in Revelation 21:5 when it states, 
“He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making 
everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.’” Someday, 
God will make everything new, but in the meantime, 
he sends us regular reminders that He still brings light 
and warmth from the darkness, even if we fail to see it.

We live in a world today that is falling further and 
further away from God. When times are tough, we 
often look to God to fix it, and when we don’t see 
any change, we can become very frustrated and 
overwhelmed by the everyday darkness. We watch as 
society turns away from Him and rejects His truth. 

The good news is that there is always hope. There 
are still faithful followers of Christ who are the tulips 
that push through the partially frozen ground after a 
long hard winter. Every day I meet and talk to people 
who shine God’s light in the darkness that threatens 
to overcome us. While some make little effort to have 
a positive impact on the world around them, these 
faithful followers choose to trust in God. They show 
me how to be a little kinder, a little more patient, more 
loving, and a bit more joyous. They remind me that 
God is still in control and that His way is perfect. 

Deuteronomy 11:13-15 reminds us, “So if you faithfully 
obey the commands I am giving you today — to love 
the LORD your God and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul — then I will send rain on 
your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, 

so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and 
olive oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, 
and you will eat and be satisfied.”

As the pandemic slows, it is time to get back to 
following his command in Hebrews 10:24-25: “And 
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” Although 
convenient, watching the service from the comfort 
of our couch is probably not enough to help us grow 
strong in our faith. We need each other. The strength 
of many far outweighs the strength of a few. We live in 
a world that is lost, hurting, and searching for answers. 
Let us gather together, gain strength, and push through 
the frozen ground with the warmth of God’s promise. 
It is only then that we can bloom. 

 A Renewing
 Bob Glim
 Vice President

96th Birthday Celebration!
On June 30th, Church Investors Fund 
is celebrating the 96th birthday of Milt 
Hildebrandt. Milt has lived in the suburbs 
of St. Paul, MN his entire life and has 
been a member of the Riverview Baptist 

Church in West St. Paul for 84 years.  Concurrently with 
a 43-year career in the financial services industry and 
beyond, he faithfully served his local church, the MN 
Association, and the NAB Conference in an abundance 
of leadership roles beginning in about 1948 (after his 
WW2 military service) and continuing until age 88.  
Most notably, he served as the NAB Conference General 
Treasurer for 25+ years, served as the MN Association 
Area Minister, and we are especially grateful to Milt for 
being the visionary who proposed and developed 
the concept of CEIF and carried it to fruition! 

One of Milt's favorite passage of scripture is 
Psalm 139. Happy Birthday, Milt!
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New Service - Bookkeeping!
Church Investors Fund is excited to offer 
our new bookkeeping service to churches 
and other ministries. A few of the services 
we offer are:

• Monthly Reconciliations

• Month-End & Year-End Financial Reporting

• Accounts Payable

• Data Entry & Transaction Classification

• Month-End Reviews

• Full Payroll Service through a 3rd Party Provider

• Generating and Mailing 1099s

• Issuing Donation Receipts

Please contact Igor Mokhov at imokhov@cifinc.org or 
call 1-800-543-2343 x236 to learn more and find out how 
we might be able to assist you with your bookkeeping.

Investment Option
Term Certificates (for individuals & churches)

 ●  Available in one to five-year terms.

 ●  Minimum investment of $1,000.

 ●  Higher interest rates for investments over  
      $5,000, $50,000, $100,000 and $250,000.

 ●  Transfer funds electronically.

 ●  Have interest paid to you monthly, quarterly, 
      semi-annually, annually, or allow interest to 
           compound on your investment.

2-YEAR TERM CERTIFICATE*
$1,000 to 

$4,999
$5,000 to 
$49,999

$50,000 to 
$99,999

$100,000 to 
$249,999 $250,000+

1.00% 1.25% 1.50% 1.75% 2.00%

* Actual rate earned depends upon the then current rates and the dollar amount invested. We invite you to call or visit our website at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org to review the most current rates.
The purchase of Church Investors Fund securities is subject to risks, which are described in our Offering Circular. This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy Church Investors Fund securities. Such an offer is made only 
by the Offering Circular and only in those states where Church Investors Fund securities may lawfully be offered or sold. Church Investors Fund securities are not FDIC, SIPC or CDIC insured.


