
As we get into the Christmas Season, it’s fascinating to see how Christmas traditions can vary across different cultures. 
Recently, I was reading about one of the most interesting ones, which happens in Japan. Since the 70s, eating KFC for 
Christmas has been a major tradition. Families will make reservations months in advance to ensure they will get their 
food around Christmas time, and those that don’t reserve their meal are willing to stand in lines for hours in hopes 
of getting their bucket of chicken. 

The tradition started taking root in the 1970s when Japan began opening up more to western companies. Fast food 
chains started coming into the country and KFC, being one of them, realized that Christmas was not a major celebration 
in Japan as it was in the US. This probably had to do with the fact that Japan has a minority Christian population. 

With this in mind, KFC started a marketing campaign that focused on Christmas. 
Their campaign included dressing up Colonel Sanders as Santa, selling food 
with the Christmas-themed decorations, and creating a tagline “Kentucky for 
Christmas” (KFC). This campaign was a hit and KFC chicken quickly became a 
Japanese tradition. Now 50 years later, there are estimates that KFC has about 
10 times more activity during the Christmas season than on the average day, 
and some estimate that they earn about 5% of their annual income just from 
the Christmas season in Japan. 

Reading over many different cultural traditions is fun because you get to 
see how different people around the world are. However, one thing 
that is common across the different traditions is that many times 
they drown out the main purpose of what they are celebrating 
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Focus on the Facts

"Noel" actually 
 comes from the  
French phrase 

 "les bonnes nouvelles"  
or "the good news."

www.thefactsite.com/ 
100-festive-christmas-facts

Living H2O
Oh come, let us sing to the 
LORD; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our 
salvation! Let us come into his 

presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to 

him with songs of praise!
Psalm 95:1-2

Year-End Donations
Are you looking to make a donation to a Kingdom cause that is 
effectively ministering in the harvest fields? Have you considered 
Church Investors Fund? We offer great investment opportunities, 
but we also accept donations while offering a tax-deductible 
receipt. As you pray about how and where to donate monetarily to 
God’s work, would you prayerfully consider supporting the building 
of churches and advancing the Kingdom through the ministry of 
Church Investors Fund?

Let’s partner together to continue to see God’s Kingdom go forth 
on this earth to His glory. Call us at 1-800-543-2343 or reach us via 
e-mail at ceif@ceif.org as the Lord leads. 

Visit Our Blog

If you enjoyed reading The Real Reason 
and Finding the Perfect Gift, we invite 
you to visit our website to read more 
articles from the Loan Arranger or one of 
our other authors. 

E-mail us at ceif@ceif.org and ask to sign 
up to receive a new blog every week. 

and instead just create a lot of busyness. Many times, people look back on the Christmas Season and have feelings 
of being burdened by all the different directions they are pulled in, in the name of traditions. 

So, as we wind down another tumultuous year, I encourage you to spend less time trying to impress others with 
the latest trends and to take more time with your family and friends to just fellowship, pray, and appreciate the 
real reason that we celebrate Christmas: the birth of Christ. 

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:6. 



Someone close to me recently shared how money is 
tight this Christmas due to an unforeseen strain on their 
finances and asked for Christmas gift suggestions. At first, 
I was thinking of gifts they could buy that would be nice 
but not very costly. However, the more I thought about it, 
the more I realized that giving them advice on how to buy 
things frugally was not the answer.

When my wife and I were first married, we hardly had a 
nickel to our name. We loved our family and friends but 
knew we couldn’t afford expensive gifts that would only 
put us into deep debt. So we made a decision. For the 
first few years of our marriage, we gave homemade gifts. 
Almost always, my wife would spend countless hours 
making homemade Christmas ornaments for each of them. 
We would often accompany those ornaments with a large 
tin containing a variety of handmade Christmas candies 
and cookies. We often felt down on ourselves because we 
always wanted to give more and thought maybe people 
didn’t appreciate our gifts. Looking back, I think most 
understood and appreciated the gifts. Sure, perhaps some 
felt we were being cheap and should have done more, but 
we also know we poured our heart and soul into those 
gifts. The effort put in was far greater than any t-shirt, 
socks, candle, or gift card we could have bought.

As the years went by and our financial position improved, we 
started to give more expensive gifts. Some gifts were a hit, 
others were appreciated, and others still were an apparent 
disappointment, bound for a return for something better. 
We felt the gifts we purchased were better, when in reality, 
they were often just more expensive – not necessarily 
better.

The recent rise in inflation has been tough on almost 
everyone. It is challenging enough to modify our daily 
spending in order to stay on budget, but it is a whole other 
challenge to purchase gifts we know we really can’t afford. 
The joy of the Christmas season quickly becomes a season 
filled with financial stress that we will be feeling all next 
year.

So this year, I challenge you to show your love to those 

in your life through thought and effort – rather than from 
your pocketbook.

Over the past several years, it has become a challenge in 
our household to see who can give the gift that brings my 
wife to tears (in a good way). Who is the one that is going 
to touch her heart with that one special gift? Sometimes 
it has been my gift, and other times it has been from one 
of our sons, but what moves us all to tears is her reaction 
when her heart is touched. Oh, and it is essential to note 
that the gifts with the most significant impact have never 
been expensive.

If giving Christmas gifts has become an obligation rather 
than a joy that best embodies the greatest Gift to mankind, 
then the spirit of Christmas is lost. Okay, yes, it will likely 
require a bit more time and effort, but I am confident you 
will find the spirit that burns in your heart. You will not find 
the spirit of Christmas in TV commercials, online internet 
sales, Black Friday deals, or circulars in your mailbox.  

You will find the Spirit of Christmas in kindness, goodwill, 
giving, and in the love of Jesus. May your Christmas season 
be filled with much joy and laughter. If you are facing 
challenges and struggling this season, I encourage you to 
reach out to us here at Church Investors Fund so that we 
can be blessed to pray for you. 

Every good gift and every _____ gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of 
______, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change.  James 1:17

Answer: perfect, lights

Bible Facts Trivia

 Finding the Perfect Gift
 Bob Glim
 Vice President

You are Making a Difference
Church Investors Fund’s mission is to assist 
local churches with facilities development - 
helping them respond to God’s call to make 
disciples. Thank you for making a difference.
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* Actual rate earned depends upon the then current rates and the dollar amount invested. We invite you to call or visit our website at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org to review the most current rates.
This is not an offer to sell investments or a solicitation to buy. The offer is made only in provinces where authorized and solely by the Church Investors Fund Subscription Agreement.

Investment Option

Need Prayer?

Term Bonds (for individuals & churches)

 ●  Available in one to five-year terms.

 ●  Minimum investment of $1,000.

 ●  Higher interest rates for investments over  
      $5,000, $50,000, $100,000 and $250,000.

 ●  Transfer funds electronically.

 ●  Have interest paid to you monthly, quarterly, 
      semi-annually, annually, or allow interest to 
           compound on your investment.

5-YEAR TERM BONDS*
$1,000 to 

$4,999
$5,000 to 
$49,999

$50,000 to 
$99,999

$100,000 to 
$249,999 $250,000+

3.50% 3.75% 4.00% 4.25% 4.50%

Church Investors Fund
9401 E Stockton Boulevard, Suite 240
Elk Grove, CA  95624

Are you, a loved one, or your church 
going through a difficult time? Often the 
holiday season is a particularly difficult 
time for many. Please bless us with the 
opportunity to pray for you. We pray 
regularly for our investors and churches 
and would love the opportunity to pray 
specifically for you, a 
loved one, or your 
church. E-mail us 
at ceif@ceif.org or 
call Carol or Bob at 
1-800-543-2343.

Bookkeeping Service
Church Investors Fund is excited to offer 
our bookkeeping service to churches and 
other ministries. A few of the services we 
offer are:

• Monthly Reconciliations

• Month-End & Year-End Financial Reporting

• Accounts Payable

• Data Entry & Transaction Classification

• Month-End Reviews

• Full Payroll Service through a 3rd Party Provider

• Generating and Mailing 1099s

• Issuing Donation Receipts

Please contact Igor Mokhov at imokhov@cifinc.org or 
call 1-800-543-2343 x236 to learn more and find out how 
we might be able to assist you with your bookkeeping.


